If it was the last of such crimes, I should have
little to say, deplorable though even such a crime
would always be. But I very much fear that it is a pointer.
The conscience of Delhi must be quickened by it.
MORE BLANKETS RECEIVED
Money for blankets continues to pour in. My
thanks go out to all the donors. It is good, too, that
not one donation is ear-marked for this community
or that.
AN OPEN LETTER
It is my painful duty to draw attention to another
menace, if it be one. A Britisher writes in an open letter
"To whom it may concern5':
"Several of us are living in a lonely spot in a disturbed
area. We are pure British and for years we have devoted
ourselves at great personal sacrifice to the welfare of the
people of this country. . . . We now find that a secret word
has gone out that all the British left in India are to be mur-
dered. I read in the newspapers Pandit Nehru's assurance
that the Government will protect the persons and property
of all loyal citizens of the State. But there is no protection
for persons living in little country places or almost none.
None at all for us. It is a physical impossibility."
There is much else in this open letter which can
be quoted with advantage. I have reproduced enough
to warn us of the lurking danger. Of course, it may
be only a scare and there may be nothing beyond it.
There may be no secret circular.
There is, however, prudence in not-disregarding
such warnings. I am hoping that the writer's fears are
wholly groundless. I agree with him that all promise
of protection by authority in isolated places is vain.
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